MIDDLE SCHOOL PREPARATION FOR HIGH SCHOOL

Practice for High School  - NOW!

· Attend school every day

· Be on time to school or class – no tardies

· Complete homework always, completely & accurately – for each class

· Use assignment notebook daily – for each class

· Practice time and project management skills

· Practice note-taking in academic classes (math, science, language & history)

· Study ahead for tests, do not cram – better retention over time

· Talk with your teachers – self-advocacy and student initiative are survival skills

· Read, read, read, and red some more

· Research – be willing to access a variety of sources, not just the internet

· Know vocabulary – use a variety of words and nuances of same, master grammatical skills

· Be willing to meet before or after school with a teacher for extra help

· Save work that has been returned to you by a teacher

· Be familiar with college requirements – plan your academic schedule accordingly 

· Enroll in the most challenging course you can successfully complete – not what your friend chooses

· Take responsibility for your own learning and academic progress – student centered responsibility

· Make good choices!

Should I take a foreign language?
Foreign language is a critical skill in this day and age with trade, travel, and technology linking our world like never before.  Foreign language is not a graduation requirement, however a minimum of two years of one language is required for entrance to most four-year colleges.  Students interested in pursuing three or more years of language study are encouraged to start as freshmen.  Should you take a foreign language?  Ask yourself:  Do I have established study habits?  Do I complete my homework on time?  Am I willing to study a foreign language for up to 30 minutes each night?  Do I have a good memory and a grasp of language structure?  Do I get a grade of "A" or "B" in English/Language Arts?  If you can answer "yes" to these questions, you should consider starting a foreign language in your freshman year.
Which level math should I take?

Let skills, not ego or social issues be the guide to math placement.  If a student fails the math class in which they are enrolled first semester, they will be required to drop the class and retake the entire course the following year in order to establish a solid math foundation.  (Ask yourself:  Do I have great study habits?  Do I receive consistent test grades of "B" or above in the math level in which I am currently enrolled?  Am I confident in my abilities or barely keeping up?  What if I test "on the border" of a particular math level?  When in doubt, take the lower of the two math levels, so you still have a strong background for the next level).
High School

· Options junior year: Skills Center or Running Start

· High School covers content at a faster rate.  If a student earns an "A" in a class by studying 20 minutes each night, it will likely take more time and effort to earn the same grade at the high school

· Bigger, more costly consequences for "poor choices":  attendance, behavior, homework completion

How Do Parents connect?

· Speak directly with the teacher first, call or e-mail

· Speak with counselor second, or if you would like to meet with all teachers in a Case Conference setting

